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James Berg was raised in Louisville, Kentucky, received an undergraduate degree from 
Northwestern University, and a Masters in Public Administration with a concentration in 
international economics from Princeton University on a Woodrow Wilson fellowship.   
 
Berg joined International Paper Company in 1993 as Executive Assistant to the Chairman 
and CEO.  In 1994, Berg was appointed Director of Finance (CFO) for International 
Paper Europe.  In 1998, he assumed the position of Director, Ethics and Business 
Practice.  He has since assumed additional responsibilities in the areas of crisis 
management and corporate social responsibility. 
 
In 1989, Berg was appointed by President Bush and confirmed by the US Senate as 
Executive Vice President of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), a US 
Government-owned corporation that provides political risk insurance and project 
financing to American companies investing in developing countries.  Berg later served as 
President and CEO of OPIC. 
 
Prior to 1989, Berg held positions in the United States Department of the Interior, the 
National Security Council, and the Department of State.  This service followed two years 
in the United States Peace Corps. 
 
Berg was elected to the Board of Directors of the Ethics and Compliance Officer 
Association in 2001 and re-elected in 2004.  He was elected Vice-Chairman of the Board 
in 2006 and elected Chairman of the Board in 2008.  He is a past Chairman and 
Executive Committee Member of the Conference Board’s Global Council on Business 
Conduct.  He has published articles on business ethics in Ethikos and Unity Magazine 
and is a frequent panelist on the topic.  He has lectured in international relations and 
business ethics at Georgetown University, Johns Hopkins University's School of 
Advanced International Studies, the Kellogg Business School at Northwestern, Miami 
University of Ohio, Northern Illinois University (MBA programs) and Bentley College 
(Managing Ethics in Organizations). 
 
James Berg resides with his wife Joanne, an artist, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 


